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“COMPLIMENTARY COPY” 

Editor: STUART L. GATES, Stony Point, NY 10980 
 

ANNUAL ALL-FAITHS MEMORIAL JUNE 6  
 
At 7 PM on Sunday June 6,   the Rockland County 
Fire Advisory Board will again host the Annual All-
Faiths Firemen’s Memorial Service at the Fire 
Training Center, 35 Firemen’s Memorial Dr, Pomona, 
announced FAB Chairman Vincent Sheridan. The 
service, held outdoors in good weather, is open to the 
public. 
 
Several local fire chaplains will participate. The 
RCVFA Ladies Auxiliary offer complimentary light 
refreshments following the service. Flowers are 
inserted in a large Maltese Cross by association 
presidents and county fire depts./fire co. officers. The 
Rockland Pipes & Drums provide music.  
 
A dozen volunteer fire companies in Rockland will be 
honored for their anniversaries of many years of fire 
protection to their communities, commented Frank 
Hutton, FAB Vice-Chairman. 
 
NAU NEW VICE CHAIR OF RCVFA BD DIR.  
 
Nick Gatti resigned as Vice-Chairman April 28th of the 
RCVFA Board of Directors. Chris Nau, East Spring 
Valley Fire District Fire Commissioner was elected as 
the new Vice-Chairman. Piermont Ex-Chief Gatti 
“stepped aside” to commit more time to his soon to 
be new leadership role as 2nd Vice-Pres. of the NJ 
and NY VFA. 
 
Charlie Sharon continues as Bd. Chairman. The 
RCVFA Boards meets at 7:30 PM on the last 
Wednesday (except months of November and 
December.) 
 
 

ASSOC. CUTS SICK BENEFIT 50% TO $25  
 
The RCVFA members at the April 9th regular monthly 
meeting hosted by the Blauvelt VFC voted to accept 
the recommendation of Treasurer Michael Kramar 
and the Board of Directors to reduce the Sick and 
Good Will gift to $25. This was effective immediately 
says Pres. Ken Carr. 
 
It covers any paid-up or Life members. It reduces the 
amount from $50 to $25. It still covers an overnight in 
the hospital stay. It allows an expression of concern 
for our volunteer members in an equitable and timely 
basis noted Sec. Bruce McClintock. 
 

DEADLINE is June 15 for RCVFA Scholarship 
Application with Essay to be returned to Chairman 
James Hartwick, Nyack, NY. 
 

EDITORS ERROR P1 LAST ISSUE 
 
Any paid up member with five or more years in the 
RCVFA is eligible for the Death Benefit. Last month’s 
issue of The Trumpet said you had to be a Life 
Member in error. 
 
So you members with five or more years 
membership, be sure your Beneficiary Form is 
completed and on file. Contact RCVFA c/o John 
Kryger, Corr. Sec., PO Box 16, Garnerville, NY 
10923. John has the Beneficiary Form. It is also 
available on line at www.rcvfa.com. Thank You. 
 

STONY PT HOSTS WING NIGHT MAY 22 
 
A popular Wing Night will be held Sat., May 22nd from 
7 to 11 PM by Wayne Hose Co. at its Route 9W 
Stony Point main station. Open to the public says 
Darryl VanDunk, Chairman (and Chief Chef). 
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Donation $10. TV’s on for you to enjoy the “Subway 
Series” (Mets vs Yankees). 
 

RCVFA SOFTBALL LEAGUE BEGINS  
 
They threw out the first pitch on Wed. evening April 
21st at five different fields to open the 2010 season of 
the Rockland County Volunteer Firemen’s Softball 
League. Eleven local fire depts.. field teams this 
summer. They play ball on Wednesday and Friday 
nights for nine weeks thru June 18. 
 
Teams in the league include volunteers from these 
RC  departments: Congers, Haverstraw, Hillcrest, 
Nanuet, New City, Pearl River, Stony Point, Tallman, 
Tappan, West Haverstraw, and West Nyack. The 
league defending champions from 2009 is West 
Nyack. 
 
The top 8 teams get into the playoffs with the first 
round single elimination. Both the second round and 
the championship are the best-of-three games. 
Peter W. Hubert Sr., has been appointed Director 
from Stony Point to fill the vacancy of former Director 
Mike “Doc” Bidemeier. The Stony Point August 
Caucus will permanently fill the remaining three 
years. 
 

NEW LEADERSHIP SWJ 2010—2011.  
 

New leadership to guide the company are: 
 
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
1st. Asst Chief John Tesik lll 
Fire Warden (2years) John Zajac 
 
HOUSE OFFICES 
President George Wargo Jr. 
Vice President John Segelbacher 
Treasurer Richard D. Green 
Financial Sec. Kevin Price 
Recording Sec. Pat Simeone 
Corresponding Sec. Louis Babcock 
Service Awards Sec. Matt Mann 

LINE OFFICERS 
Captain Michael Fenner 
1st Lt. Thomas Bicknell 
2nd Lt. Anthony Totorello 
Chief Chauffeur Fred Grau 
Asst. Chief Chauffeur Joseph Price 
1st Aid Officer Rafel Brito 
Operations Sec. Francis Youmans 
Director (3 years) Harold Price 
Custodian Hiram Davidovich 
Steward Paul Joachim 
 
Reported by John E. Long. Thanks! 
Please email Sheryl Rose with any Fire Department 
news, dates of events, fundraisers, etc. 
RoseS@co.rockland.ny.us 

CHRISTINE MANN GAINS LIFE AWARD  
 
During their 58th Anniversary Dinner the Wayne Hose 
Co. Ladies Auxiliary honored Christine Mann recipient 
of their Life Award. This applauded Chrissy’s 25 years 
of energy, enthusiasm and time to the Stony Point 
Fire Co Auxiliary, noted Karen Lent, Aux Pres. Chris 
is the wife of RCVFA Past-Pres Douglas C. Mann. 
 
Chrissy, since joining in August 1985, has held 
several offices including Pres. 1998 & 1999. She’s 
also in the Rockland County and Hudson Valley 
Auxiliaries. Besides a 25 yrs. bar for her uniform, she 
received a wrist corsage, a personalized gold 25 yrs. 
pin and wallet card. 
 
Joanne Blauvelt, Ladies Vice-Pres, served as the 
toastmistress and presented Karen Lent a gift for 
Karen’s years as auxiliary president and her 30 yrs. of 
dedication. Karen also received her 30 years pin. 
 
Others noted for their active memberships were Betty 
Zachman 20 yrs.; Ann Mann, Desiree Leone and 
Carolee Stoll all 15 yrs.; and 10 yr. pin to Lorraine 
Pfersick. Senior members present with over 40 yrs. 
included Ina Woodward, Mel Lent, Ann Lubanty, and 
Ginger Huntley. Special guests were Barbara and 
Gary Dude, Betty and Fred Bohlander, Stuart Gates, 
Robert J. Huslinger, Lt. Nicholas Attolino, Wayne 
Hose Pres. Todd Blauvelt and Rec. Sec. Tara Grace. 
The senior lady member present was Ina Woodward 
with 58 yrs., noted Vice-Pres. Joanne Blauvelt. 
 
Barbara and Mike Wicks (Both Past Pres.: she of the 
ladies auxiliary and he of the RCVFA) happily noted 
an aura of excitement as “in 48 hours the auxiliary 
marchers were to measured for their new uniforms!” 
 

PEARL RIVER NEW OFFICERS 
 
Pearl River FD had their annual elections on April 8, 
the results are as follows: 
 
Chief  Kenneth Smellegar 
Asst. Chief Dave O’Brien 

Excelsior Engine Co 
Capt.  Mike Cartaya (12-4) 
1st Lt.  Joel Spoelstra (12-4-1) 
2nd Lt.  Kevin Regenhard (12-4-2) 
Chief Chauffeur Mike Reynolds (12-4-4) 
1st Asst. Chauf. Ryan Wiley (12-4-5) 
Pres.  Mike Colodner 
VP.  Ed Boera 
Treasurer Kevin Wiley 
Secretary Don Craig 

Pearl River Hook & Ladder Co 
Capt.  Matt Lewis (12-5) 
1ST Lt.  Jim Morrison (12-5-1) 
2nd Lt.  Tom Black (12-5-2) 
Chief Chauffeur Nick LaPoma (12-5-4) 
1st Asst. Chauf. Art Albanese (12-5-5) 
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Pres.  Don Arterburn 
VP.  John Hastings 
Treasurer Pete Bock 
Secretary Chris Madden 
 

RCFCA MURDOCK SCHOLARSHIP  
 
This program is open to all family members 
of the Rockland County Fire Chief’s 
Association, including sons, daughters, 
nieces, nephews, grandchildren, any relative 
of the RCFCA member. 
 

Mail to: Mr. Richard Silverberg, 241 Hempstead 
Road, Spring Valley, NY  10977-1823, 354-5139, or 
for any information, 1-845-494-1379. Amount of 
scholarship being awarded is $1000 (max 3). 
 

VOL. HOSE CO.2 WHFD 2010 OFFICERS 
 
Chief   George Zayas 
2nd Asst. Chief Robert LaGrow 
Fire Warden Frank Degroat 
Fire Warden Dave Kryger 
PIO/Chief’ Aide  John Kryger 
Captain  Ken Patterson 
1st Lt.  Mike Perri 
2nd Lt.                Jose Mulero 
Chief Engineer Richard Fenner 
 
Pres.  Mike Dolan 
Vice-Pres. Dom D;Alisera 
Treasurer John Intrieri 
 Sec.  Christina Cummings 
Fin. Sec.            Stephane Ramos 
Sgt-At-Arms John Kryger 
 
The company was formed in June 1915. 
 

COUNTY LADIES OFFER PRIZES 
 
For a $5 donation to the RCVFA Ladies 
Auxiliary you might win a daily cash prize. 
Get your card to participate in the evening 
drawing of the NYS Lottery number. Contact 
the auxiliary or Ceil Blumfield, 49 Cedar 
Flats Rd, Stony Point. Checks are payable to 
the Ladies Auxiliary RCVFA. On Father’s 
Day (June 20th) the award will be $200.00 
noted Carol Cich, County Auxiliary 
President. 
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HILLBURN VOLUNTEERS ELECT 2010  
 
Chief   T J Strysko 
1st Asst. Chief Shane Starr 
2nd Asst. Chief Mike Lee 
Captain  Bob VanDunk Jr 
Pres.  Thomas Strysko 
Vice-Pres. Irving Strysko 
Treasurer Sandi Jeanette 
Rec. Sec. Christi Winter 
Sgt-At-Arms Art Conklin 
 
The company was organized in 1894. Their original 
hand-pulled “tub” is on display in Pomona at the 
RCVFA Museum. “Thank You Sandi” 
 

AUG. 14 SW PITTS CENTENNIAL PARADE  
 
The SW Pitts Hose Co. in Latham is still enrolling fire 
units for their 100th Anniversary Parade. The 
celebration will be a full day Saturday, August 14, 
2010. This is a Dress Parade, but Non-Competitive. 
 
Line-Up 12 noon with Step-Off at exactly 1 PM. 
Refreshments and beverages at Station 2 breakup 
area on Rt. 155 (Watervliet-Shaker Road). 
 
Info: website www.lathamfd.com or e mail 
SWPittsHose@yahoo.com  They belong to both 
Hudson Valley and Hudson-Mohawk VFA’s and also 
FASNY and Albany County. 
 
That same afternoon Sullivan County volunteers will 
hold their annual competition parade in 
Bloomingburg. 
 

HUDSON VALLEY VFA CONVENTION  
 
Information about the Hudson Valley VFA Convention 
can be found on their web site: 
www.HVFAConvention.org  You can also check with 
John W. Coyle IV of New City as he is Rockland’s HV 
County Vice-President. 
 
The 121st Annual Convention is in Lake George at the 
Fort William Henry Hotel with 1 PM Board Meeting 
Wed, June 16th ending with Dress Competition 
Parade Sat, Jun 19th. 
 
Deadline for applications is June 17th, 2010 

 

SUPPORT GATTI AT NJ&NY VFA  
 
Nicholas Gatti, RCVFA Past-Pres. from 
Piermont, will be on the ballot for 2nd Vice-
Pres. of the NJ & NY VFA at their 97th 
Annual Convention hosted by Ridgefield 
Park, NJ Fire Dept. All are encouraged to 
attend, vote, and support the team. James 
Cole from Westwood will be advanced to the 
Presidency. 

 
Stuart Gates of Stony Point as out-going 
President will gavel the convention to order 
at 8 PM, June 4th in the St Francis School at 
Bergen Ave and Part St. All Welcome, Many 
Awards! 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of “The Trumpet” in 
an electronic version rather than the paper version, please 
send us your e-mail address. We will add you to our e-mail 
list and remove you from the snail mail list. Please contact 
Sheryl Rose at 845-364-8800 or 
RoseS@co.rockland.ny.us 

FEW FIREMANIC FACTS 
 
Congratulations to Robert Daly, 44-6, 
Training & Incident Command, as the new 
Director for the RC Fire Chiefs Assn., Ex-
Chief of Sparkill succeeds Chris Flatley of 
Blauvelt, 44-7. Administrative Officer, Chris 
was elected 3rd Vice-Pres of the Chiefs 
Association. 
 
********** 
Mike Kramar reports that 18 youthful 
volunteers enrolled at RCC in Viola, availed 
themselves of the SAFER Grant for 
Retention. Their grades earned the college 
students a total of $21,000.. More funding is 
still available for the Leadership Courses 
FREE at RCC, notes Frank Hutton at 
cell914-490-1487. SAFER Grant pays for 
your 4 nights. Contact Treasurer Kramar cell 
914-414-4100. 
 
********** 
Sloatsburg FD volunteers now have their 
Dive Team in service, after many hours of 
training. 
 
********** 
Creative Approach foundation officers all 
accepted re-election. Chairman Frank 
Hutton; Vice-Chairman George Doremus; 
Treas. Mike Kramar; Sec. Roberta Doremus. 
They meet 7:30 PM first Wed at the RC Fire 
Training Center, Pomona. Volunteers are 
welcome and needed. 
 
********** 
Please remember to re-cycle your used 
clothing in the red RCVFA bins. Hats, 
gloves, shoes, sheets, towels also accepted 
notes Gary Wren, Chairman. Tax deduction 
slips available via RC Fire Training Center, 
364-8800 
 
********** 
To donate “junk” or “older cars call 845-517-
0810 today. Boats, trucks even if not running 
are wanted by the RC Fire Chiefs Assoc 
says Glenn Zahlmann, Hillcrest Ex-Chief 
and District Fire Commission. FREE & 
Prompt pick-up. IRS Tax Deductible! 
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CALENDAR  
LISTINGS ARE FREE   845-786-3861  Deadline for Next  Issue Last Wed. 5/26/10  

 
Tomorrow Sat., May 15 �  Hillburn Ladies Auxiliary Pasta Dinner 4-7 PM, sit down with your choice of several pasta, drinks 

and deserts. Door Prizes. Adults $8, Seniors $5, Children under 10 are $5, Shelly Flannigan-Ramos 
Chairlady. 

 �  Haverstraw FD Parade honoring Chief Peter Rugg, Step-Off 2 PM, Ass.t Chief Robert Drexler 
Parade Chairman. 

 �  Fly your USA Flag. It is Armed Forces Day. 
 �  Hudson-Mohawk/HV Legislative Conference 9 AM at Middle Falls (Washington County). 
 �  Tappan “A Nite At The Races” 10 races at German Masonic Park, Gates Open 6:30 PM $15, 

Food and Door prizes. 
Sun., May 16 �  NJ & NY VFA Annual Firemen’s Memorial Service 2 PM at Bergen County Academy in Mahwah 

NJ, Open to the Public. 
 �  Antique Muster 10 AM in Brooklyn, CT. 
 �  Suffern Bacon shoots at Torne Valley range 9 AM to dusk, House Gun available, refreshments, 

Chairman Warren Lenny, 39 East Maple Ave, Suffern, ALSO SUN., MAY 23. 
Tue., May 18 �  Jewish Savuot begins at sundown. 
 �  Ulster County VFA meets 8 PM at Bloomington. 
Wed., May 19 �  RCVFA Ladies Auxilary meet 8 PM at SWJ Garnerville with Pres. Carol Cich, Ladies Welcome 
 �  RC Safety Officers Annual Elections 7:30 PM at “6-101” Mt Ivy Station, Program is Jerry Knapp 

about “Terrorism”, Interested volunteers welcome. 
Thur., May 20 �  RC Fire Chiefs Assn. Meeting 7:30 PM, Pres. Anthony Massaro at SWJ Co in Garnerville. 
Fri., May 21 �  Expo at Harrisburg, PA thru Sun. May 23. 
 �  Start of NYSVFPA 56th Convention at Mayville (Chautaugua County) This state fire police assn. 

was formed in Rockland with Charter Pres. Charles Draudt of Valley Cottage, and attorney Jerome 
Kornfeld of Suffern in 1954. 

Sat., May 22 �  “Subway Series Wing Night” at Wayne Hose, Rt. 9W, Stony Point 7-11 PM, Donation $10 Darryl 
VanDunk, Chairman, All welcome, Watch the Mets vs Yankees game here! 

 �  100th Anniversary Parades Each 1 PM at Allendale, NJ and Netcong, NJ. 
Sun., May 23 �  Muster 10 AM at Somers (Westchester County). 
Tues., May 25 �  RC Fire Districts Assn. meets 7:30 PM a new early time, at West Nyack firehouse with Pres. 

Harold Straut. 
 �  Orange County VFA meets at Cronomer Valley fire hall. 
Wed., May 26  �  RCVFA Bd. of Directors meeting 7:30 PM at Hillcrest, Rt. 45 with Chairman Charlie Sharon. 
Thur., May 27 �  RC Fire Advisory Board meets 7:30 PM at Fire Training Center, Pomona Chairman Vincent 

Sheridan Sr. 
Mon., May 31 �  Memorial Day (Fly your USA Flag at half mast until noon, in PM raise your flag to the top). 
Fri., June 4 �  NJ & NY VFA 97th Annual Convention at St Francis School, Bergen Ave and Park St, Ridgefield 

Park, NJ starts 8 PM, Pres Stuart Gates (Come as Nick Gatti of Piermont is running for 2nd Vice-
Pres), , No Parade Sat. 

 �  Pleasantville, NY, FD Parade 7 PM. 
 �  National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Golf Outing at James Baird Golf Course, off Taconic 

State Parkway,  Rt. 55, $110 per golfer includes gold, cart, lunch, dinner, prizes/contest. Contact Jim 
Burns 405 Creek Rd, Poughkeepsie NY 12601 or 845-206-7393. 

Sat., June 5 �  Florida NY FD (Orange County)125th Anniversary Parade 2 PM, (A fun parade, no competition 
for trophies) Go and see their gray antique! 

Sun., June 6 �  Rockland Fire Advisory Board Annual All-Faiths Memorial Service 7 PM at Fire Training Center 
Pomona, Public Welcome, 12 Co/FD color guards to be honored. 

 �  Catskill Fire CATS muster 10 AM at Circleville, NY. 
Tue., June 8 �  Sullivan County VFFA Annual meeting 8 PM at Westbrookville VFC. 
Wed., June 9 �  RCV Fire Police meeting 7:30 PM at New City firehouse with Pres. John Stuercke, No meeting 

July and August. 
Fri., June 11 �  RCVFA Next Meeting 8 PM at Haverstraw K of C Hall on West St. with Pres. Ken Carr, 

Education Program: Rescue Dogs 
 
To view this newsletter on line, please go to the f ollowing web site:  http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/Fire/default.html 

Thanks to Sheryl Rose, Nancy Baker, John Kryger and Andy Best



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 FROM  THE  

FIRE COORDINATOR’S OFFICE  
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