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RCVFA STUART L. GATES SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Spring is here and the school year is moving along 
quickly for the seniors. Eligibility for the RCVFA 
Scholarship requires that applicants must be the child 
or grandchild of an RCVFA member or the student is 
a volunteer firefighter and a member of the RCVFA. 
The deadline for filing an application is June 15

th
 and 

must be returned to James Hartwick at 50 Central 
Ave. North, Nyack, NY 10960. 
 

Applications are available from Jim Hartwick, Stu 
Gates or John Coyle. It is also on line at RCVFA.com.  
If additional information is needed, call Jim at 353-
0577. 
 
 

HVVFA BIG RED BIKE RAFFLE 
 

The Hudson Valley Volunteer Fireman’s Association 
in conjunction with Orange County Choppers is 
sponsoring a raffle for a Big Red Motorcycle in order 
to raise funds for the Hudson Valley to cover the 
expense of the Convention & Parade in Lake George.  
Each County within the Hudson Valley is asked to sell 
125 tickets at a cost of $20 per ticket.  1 in 3,999 
chances to win. Please support this fundraiser by 
purchasing a ticket or helping out with sales.  
 

Contact John Coyle, Rockland County Vice President 
to HVVFA. He may be reached at 634 1365. Tickets 
are available through Charlie Sharon, Jim Hartwick, 
and Frank Knower. 
 

Thanks to all of you. Let’s get together and support 
the HVVFA 
 
 
 

RCVFA FIREFIGHTER OF YR AWARD 
 

At the annual convention of the RCVFA on Fri, Sept 9 
the Cordes Lucus/Emmett Sweeney Memorial Award 
will be presented to a firefighter or firefighters who 
distinguish themselves by performing acts of valor. 
 

The rules for the award are as follows: Any member 
or members no more than 2, of your Fire Dept who 
have acted with valor by saving a person’s life or 
attempted to save a person from fire, drowning or 
motor vehicle accident. The time frame is July 19, 
2010 thru July 18, 2011. The incident must be 
documented on dept letterhead by the Chief or the 
Incident Commander. This letter must be sent 
certificated mail to the chairman of the committee. 
The letter must be post marked no later than July 
31, 2011. 
 

If the member nominated performed the act of 
valor at an incident in a fire district other than 
their own, the nomination MUST be made by the 
Chief or IC of the district where the act was 
performed. 
 

The Committee will consider any supporting 
evidence such as press clippings and/or photos. 
For more info please call 429-8694 
 

Under no circumstances will hand delivered letters be 
accepted! Mail To: 
 Firefighter of the Year Award 
 c/o Howard Schweitzer 
 4 Hirsh Drive 
 Garnerville, NY  10923 
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RCVFA UNIT CITATION AWARD 
 

At the annual convention of the RCVFA on Fri, Sept 9 
the Joseph K Wright Memorial Unit Citation Award 
will be presented to any Fire Dept. or Fire Co. who 
has acted at an emergency situation. 
 

The rules for this award are as follows: Any Fire Dept. 
or Fire Co. where 3 or more firefighters have acted 
with valor by effecting life saving from fire, drowning, 
and/or vehicle accident. The eligibility time frame is 
July 19, 2010 thru July 19, 2011. 
 

It should be calcified that this not the same as 
firefighter of the year award, however both awards 
may be given to the same fire dept or company 
providing, that they have two separate incidents within 
the above mentioned time frame. 
 

The recommendation must be in writing on fire dept 
letterhead from the Chief or Officer in charge of 
Incident. Must be by certified mail and post 
marked no later than July 21, 2011. The 
Committee will consider any supporting evidence 
such as press clippings and/or photos. 
 

The Committee will consider any supporting 
evidence such as press clippings and/or photos. 
For more info please call 353-0547 
 

Under no circumstances will hand delivered letters be 
accepted! Mail To: 
 Unit Citation Award 
 c/o Ken Wanamaker 
 94 N Midland Ave 
 Nyack, NY 10960 
 

2011 HILLCREST OFFICERS 
 

Chief  Lloyd Hovelmann 
1

st
 Asst. Chief Scott Hankinson 

2
nd

 Asst. Chief John Erzen 
Captain  Chris Bowers 
Lieutenant Greg Martin 
1

st
 Lieutenant Robert Murdock 

2
nd

 Lieutenant John Milhard 
1

st
 Engineer Dave Steichert 

2
nd

 Engineer Frank Youngman 
3

rd
 Engineer Pete Gessner 

4
th
 Engineer Shlomo Pomeranz 

5
th
 Engineer Jordan Parker 

 

House Officers 
 

President Mike Kramar 
Vice-President William Martin III 
Fin. Secretary Gordon Wren Sr. 
Treasurer Lew Glantz 
Asst. Treasurer John Milhard 
 
 

HELP WANTED  
 

The Rockland County Board of Elections needs you! 
Become an Election Clerk and make up to an 
additional $450 just in time for the holidays.  You will 
be trained and certified by our staff in a local setting, 
but the best part of being an Election Clerk is being 
part of the process.  There is only one prerequisite; 
you must be a registered voter in Rockland County in 
a major party – either Democrat or Republican. 
Demonstrate your patriotism today.  Be a part of the 
Process, be a part of the American Way.  For more 
information contact the Rockland County Board of 
Elections at (845)-638-5172.  Don’t delay – Call 
today!! 
 

2011 SLOATSBURG OFFICERS 
 

Chief  Aniello Vacchiano 
1

st
 Asst. Chief Joseph A. Vega 

2
nd

 Asst. Chief Christopher Morse 
Captain  Matthew Stritmater 
Lieutenant Matthew Swanson 
1

st
 Lieutenant Ronald Kanasky 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Anthony Butler 
 

Civil Officers 
 

President Joseph Hardiman 
Vice-President Michael Yorke 
Treasurer Anthony Massaro 
Fin. Secretary Michael L. DeMartino 
Corr. Secretary Matthew Stritmater 
Rec. Secretary Matthew Johnson 
 

HIGH PRAISE FOR OUTGOING CHIEF 
 

On Sat., April 30, the Sloatsburg Fire Dept. held its 
annual dinner at the Doubletree Hotel, Mahwah, N.J. 
The following is the praise given to outgoing Fire 
Chief Kevin Hartnett given by MC and President Joe 
Hardiman: 
 

A few words about Chief Kevin Hartnett: 
 

The job of a Fire Chief in a modern fire department is 
difficult, with new regulation and government 
requirements being imposed on fire departments 
every year. 
 

The job of a Fire Chief in an all volunteer fire 
department is doubly difficult because the only tool 
the chief has to maintain attendance and discipline is 
persuasion and the personal respect the chief 
develops between himself and his firefighters. 
 

Add to this: being a Fire Chief in a volunteer fire 
department during a time of deep financial distress, 
experienced by all of the fire departments and 
municipalities throughout New York State. 
 

It would be an achievement just to survive. 
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Chief Hartnett was not content "Just to Survive". 
During perhaps the most difficult times in recent 
history, Chief Hartnett has several notable 
accomplishments: 
 

1. The highest membership numbers in 
department history  

2. The formation of Western Rockland's first 
dive rescue team, acquiring the equipment 
and vehicle somehow, for no additional 
budget dollars and arranging for the team's 
training and certification in near record time.  

It's not surprising the Rockland County Fire Chief's 
Association named Chief Kevin Hartnett this year's 
Fire Chief of the year. 
 

VOLUNTEER HOSE CO. 2 AWARDS 
 

The Volunteer Hose Company 2 West Haverstraw 
presented the following awards at their May meeting 
and company dinner: 
 

The Captains Award was presented to Training 
Officer Jerry Knapp for going above and beyond 
helping the officers and members with training and 
other administrative details. (Not present) 
 

 
Pictured is Past Chief Andy Kolesar with Captain Ken 
Patterson; Chief Kolesar was the recipient of the 
Volunteer Hose Firemen of the Year Award for his 
rescue of Captain Patterson in a fire on January 14

th
, 

2011. 
 

President Mike Dolan also presented Kolesar with the 
first Martin Burke Valor Award in memory of 
Firefighter Martin Burke who lost his life in the line of 
duty in West Haverstraw on September 12, 1927.    
 

DAY AT THE FIREMEN’S HOME 
 

The Rockland/Westchester Combined Day at the 
Firemen’s Home in Hudson, NY will be Sun, July 17. 
This is a family day which offers you the chance to 
visit the museum and our brother firefighters. Bus will 
pick up at Orangeburg FD 7:30 AM, Hillcrest Mount 
Ivy 8 A.M., and Vol. Hose Co, 2, Suffern 8:30 A.M. 
Contact Paul Schlegel 429-6958 with the number of 
people attending and for more info. 
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FEW FIRE FACTS FROM FRIENDS 
 
Nanuet Ladies Auxiliary RAFFLE for 32" Flat Screen 
TV to be drawn on June 8, 2011 
Contact: Lisa Jacobson @(845) 642-6292 for Tickets.  

******* 
HIT Weekend was held at the Fire Training Center  
on April 30 & May 1, 2011. This two-day training is a 
yearly event run by the Fire Instructors Assn. to raise 
money for the Lt. Andrew A. Fredericks Scholarship. 
The topics covered this year were Flashover, Truck 
Co. Ops, Engine Co. Ops, and Primary Search/FAST. 
There were 88 students that attended and everyone 
learned a lot and everyone enjoyed the training. 
Some of the students said that they couldn’t wait to 
come back next year. 

******* 
 

VOLUNTEER HOSE CO. 2  OFFICERS 

 

Chief 23-1 - George Zayas 
2nd Asst. Chief 23-3 - Robert Lagrow 
Fire Warden/Ex-Chief - Frank Degroat 
Fire Warden/Ex-Chief - Dave Kryger 
Fire Police 1st Lieutenant 23-FP2 - Todd Weiss 
Chief's Aide 23-A (Alpha), Dept PIO - John Kryger 
 

Line Officers  
  

Captain 23-5 - Kenny Patterson 
1st Lieutenant 23-7 - Michael Perry 
2nd Lieutenant 23-9 - Jose Mulero 
Chief Engineer 23-11 - Mario Strainese 
Asst. Engineer - Bernie Ellis 
Asst. Engineer - Daniel Dennehy 
Asst. Engineer - Angel Colon 
 

Company Officers  
 

President - Mike Dolan  
Vice President - Phillip Hecket 
Executive Board - John Kryger 
Executive Board - Patrick Bagdon 
Executive Board - Algenis Ferriera  
Executive Board - Ron Scorese 
Execuive Board - Omar Munoz  
House Committee (OIC) - Frank Degroat 
House Committee - Andy Kolesar 
House Committee - Raymond Posillipo  
Treasurer - John Intrieri 
Points Secretary - Todd Weiss  
Points Secretary - Joe Bertlino  
Financial Secretary - Stephane Ramos 
Company Secretary - Christina Cummings  
Training Officer - Jerry Knapp 
Sergeant at Arms - John Kryger 
First Aid Officer – Dominic D'Alisera 
Janitor – Ron Scorese  
 
 
 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of “The Trumpet” in 
an electronic version rather than the paper version, please 
send us your e-mail address. We will add you to our e-mail 
list and remove you from the snail mail list. Please contact 
Sheryl Rose at 845-364-8800 or 
RoseS@co.rockland.ny.us 
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CALENDAR 
LISTINGS ARE FREE   845-786-3861  Deadline for Next Issue Last Wed. 5/25/11 

 

Thur., May 19  ● RC Fire Chiefs Assoc at SW Johnson, Garnerville, 7 PM with Anthony Massaro, Pres. 

Wed., May 25 ● Deadline for articles for Trumpet   

                                          ● RCVFA Board of Directors meeting at 6-100, 7:30 PM with Chairman Charlie Sharon. 

Thur, May 26               ● Fire Advisory Board meeting at Fire Training Center, 7:30 PM, Vinnie Sheridan, Chairman. 

Mon., May 30 ● Memorial Day Fly your Flag! 

Wed., June 1 ● RC Creative Approach Meeting 7:30 PM at Fire Training Center, Frank Hutton, Chairman 

Sun., June 5 ● Rockland Fire Advisory Board Annual All-Faiths Memorial Service 7 PM at Fire Training Center       

Pomona, Public Welcome 

Wed., June 8 ● RC Fire Police Assn. at Tappan firehouse at 7:30 PM with John Stuerke, Pres. 

Fri., June 10 ● RCVFA Next Meeting 8 PM at Relief Hose Co. 3, Haverstraw firehouse with Pres. Frank Voce, 

Educational Program – Ramapo Rescue Dog Assoc, Bring a Buddy or Future New Member. 

Tue., June 14 ● Hudson Valley VFA quarterly meeting Lake George. 

Wed., June 15-18 ● Hudson Valley Convention Lake George at Fort William Henry. Parade Saturday, step-off 1 PM. 

Wed., June 15  ● Red Vest Outing Lake George. 
Sat., June 18 ● Hudson Valley VFA parade Lake George 

 

Future Events 

 

Tue., June 28 ● Presidents Council Meeting at Fire Training Center, 7:30 PM, Peter Carney 

Wed. July 13 ● RC Fire Police Assn. meeting at Columbian Engine, Spring Valley, 7:30 p.m. 

Sat. July 16 ● Wayne Day Parade, Stony Point 

Sat., Aug. 13 ● SW Pitts of Lathan 100
th

 Anniversary Parade. 

 ● Sullivan County VFA Parade at Bloomingburg. 

Thur., Aug. 25 ● Order your Fire Prevention Week Literature/Materials now! 

March 16-18, 2012 ● New York State Weekend at National Fire Academy, Maryland.  

 
 

To view this newsletter on line, please go to the following web site: http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/Fire/default.html 
Thanks to Sheryl Rose, Nancy Baker, John Kryger and Andy Best 

 

Please email Sheryl Rose with any Fire Department news, dates of events, fundraisers, etc. RoseS@co.rockland.ny.us 

 

ROCKLAND COUNTY 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

APPLICATION BLANK 

 
I, _______________________________ am an active member of a Rockland County Fire Company. 
___________________________________________ 
Street     Town 
           Company or 
of _________________________ Fire Dept 
Hereby make application for Membership in the Rockland County Volunteer Firemen’s Association. 
 
 Signed _____________________________ 
 
Approved_________________________ 
  Dept or Co. Secretary 
Date____________  Initiation Dues $5.00 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 FROM  THE  

FIRE COORDINATOR’S OFFICE  
 

 

On June 6, a group of firefighters from Rockland County will be traveling to the Culinary Institute of 

America. Most of these firefighters are “Firehouse Chefs” who prepare food for their members. 

 

The firefighters will be taught by the best Chefs in the country how to prepare Hearty but Healthy Meals! 

 

Since Heart Disease and Cancer affects so many firefighters and Americans in general, this program will 

teach how to prepare quality recipes that will help to protect the health of our firefighters and hopefully 

their families. 

 

This is a Pilot Program. If it is successful, additional cooking classes designed for firefighters will be 

offered. 

 

P.S. One of the 4 Cooking Programs will teach How to Properly Prepare Venison Dishes – I understand 

that Nanuet Fire District Board Chairman Harold Straut has signed up for this one. 

 

 


